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We have not understood it to be within our province to suggest to the Govern- 
ment measures involving important questions of policy; bat we consider it not 
only within our province, but our imperative duty, to bring, without further delay, 
under the notice of Government, a state of circumstances which appears to us to 
call for immediate consideration, and in which questions of policy may be involved. 
Two questions of a very pressing nature have been under the consideration of the 
Board, which, for the present, have been disposed of by a suggestion that those 
interested in the respective localities shall avail themselves of the Act 1 Viet., 
c. 21, which enables the Board of Works, upon certain preliminaries being taken, 
to advance money for the execution of local works. 

We beg to refer your Excellency to the reports of these cases, and especially to 
that of Nobber, as presenting probable indications of that which must he expected 
in very many instances to occur. We cannot disguise from ourselves, that the 
remedy we have suggested in these cases may fail of being successfully adopted, 
and if adopted, may be but a temporary alleviation of the distress then prevailing ; 
and that numerous cases of distress are likely to occur, and some are near at hand, 
for which neither the Act pointed out by us, nor any other, as far as we know, in 
existence or in the contemplation of Government, can provide an effectual remedy. 

It appears, from undoubted authority, that of 32 counties in Ireland, not one 
has escaped failure in the potato crop ; of 130 Poor Law Unions, not one is 
exempt ; of 2,058 electoral divisions, above 1,400 are certainly reported as having 
suffered ; and we have no certainty, until the receipt of the more minute Returns 
now in progress of completion, that the remaining 600 have altogether escaped. 

Every variety, in point of extent of loss, and every shade of subdivision in point 
of locality, will he found in the Returns laid before us ; and this circumstance, 
while it implies an exemption from widely extended and uninterrupted loss in one 
continuous locality, complicates on the other hand, and renders difficult, the appli- 
cation of relief in the manner apparently most desirable, by employment in 
labour. 

The poor-houses will, without doubt, be found a most important means of 
relief, and we consider it a most providential circumstance, that such an extensive 
resource is available against a calamity more widely extended, and more serious 
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in its nature, than any that has affected the Irish poor since the year 1817. We 
have the satisfaction to know that the resource is still open to a very great extent, 
and that even in the most distressed district the poor-houses are very far from 
being full. We look with anxious attention to their progress towards repletion, 
as a strong, though not conclusive indication of the state of the union to which 
they belong. We refer, however, to the constabulary report of the recent occur- 
rence at the poor-house at Kells (in which union Nobber is situated), for' a proof 
that it would be unsafe to rely upon the state of the respective poor-houses, either 
as a certain test of the amount of distress in the union, or as a sole resource for 
its relief. 

The ordinary expenditure for one year of the poor-houses in Ireland is about 
260,000/., including establishment charges, repairs and instalments for repayment 
of building ; and taking the largest pecuniary estimate of the relief which their 
capacity would afford, we cannot consider it as at all equivalent to meet any such 
deficiency in the crop as that estimated. 

In turning therefore from this branch of resource for the poor, to those afforded 
by existing and contemplated laws for the encouragement of public works, we are 
met by difficulties attaching peculiarly to the present emergency. 

In all ca$es of public distress, it is necessary, as stated by the Commission of 
1822 (16th May), to prefer small local undertakings, where employment in labour 
is to be given, to those on a great scale. Works on a greater scale have a tendency 
to invite an accumulation of numbers to a given spot, and probably to disappoint 
the greater part of them. 

That which is necessary on all such occasions is peculiarly necessary now ; the 
extreme variety in the extent of the potato failure, and the minute and insulated 
subdivisions of land in which it prevails, lead us to entertain the greatest doubt 
whether any adjustment of public works can be made to meet the need wherever 
it may occur ; and it must be met, or death from famine may be the result. 

Sir John M‘ Neill, a highly competent authority, in a document transmitted to 
us, estimates the distance to which the benefit of employment in public works 
extends at five miles only. 



(signed) Edward Lucas, 

Chairman. 
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EXTRACT from the Minutes of the Commission ers of Inquiry into matters connected 
with the Failure of the Potato Crop. 

23 January 1846. 

Colonel Jones states, that having been obliged to visit the operations going forward at 
the Shannon, he took the opportunity of being in that neighbourhood to inspect personally 
the district of Kilglass, county Roscommon, and he feels himself bound to report that its 
condition is extremely bad. He found families using potatoes that were quite unfit for 
human food ; and in some of the pits and fields that he visited, the whole of the potatoes 
were seriously injured. He had an opportunity of seeing Captain Hanley, resident magis- 
trate of the district. There is but one resident gentleman in the neighbourhood. 

There is at present employment for about 30 men on the Shannon work, sufficiently near 
to be taken advantage of by the Kilglass people, and he has directed that they may be 
received there. This work will soon enable him to take 50 additional men ; still this supply 
of work is altogether inadequate to the necessities of the people of the district. The poor- 
house is not full ; but it is found very difficult to collect the poor-rates in that district. 
Colonel Jones has instructed an officer of his department to examine the district minutely, 
and to report to him as to any useful works that might be constructed there. 

Sir Lucius O’Brien, Lieutenant of the County Clare, waits on Commissioners, and states 
that he has just returned from an examination of the state of his county, which he was 
induced to visit, from the numerous discouraging accounts he had received. He has reason 
to believe that the disease of the potato, which was for a time arrested, is now in many 
districts progressing again, probably in consequence of the late mild and springing weather, 
and that many families have lost the whole of their supply, and whole districts have lost 
the greater portion of their crop. 

Thinks, that in addition to measures for increasing employment, it would be very de- 
sirable that Government should provide stores of provisions in different places. Thinks 
that a joint fund might possibly be raised, partly by individual and partly by Government 
contribution, for establishing such stores. 

(signed) J. P. Kennedy, Seer. 
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